
How to support your child reading Yellow level books 
 

Your child is now beginning to read with more confidence.
As they read aloud, you can help them by: 

• Giving them time to sound out words they don’t know. If
they still struggle, encourage them to try sounding out

the whole word first, rather than guessing from the
pictures or from the first letter. 

• Giving them time to recognise and correct their own
mistakes. 

• Asking them to talk about what’s happening in the book,
encouraging them to make links to events on previous

pages. 
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How to support your child reading Red level books 



Your child is beginning to learn how to read. As they read,
please help them to: 

•Read the words carefully. Most of the words can be
recognised or sounded out. Ask your child to sound out and
blend only the words they can’t read yet, not every word.

Eventually almost all words will become part of your child’s
‘sight memory’, and they won’t have to sound out at all. 

•On second and third readings of the book, encourage them
to read with more pace and with less focus on sounding out

the letters in each word. •  Make a story out of a whole
book, rather than focusing just on what is happening on

each page. 
Tell you about something that happened in the book, or

about something they found out in the book.  

RED BAND 



How to support your child reading Pink level books 



Your child is beginning to learn to read. As they read,
please help them to: Read the words carefully. Ask your

child to sound out and blend only the words they can’t read
yet, not every word. Eventually almost all words will

become part of your child’s ‘sight memory’, and they won’t
have to sound out at all.

On second and third readings of the book, encourage them
to read with more pace and with less focus on sounding out
the letters in each word. Make a story out of a whole book,

rather than focusing just on what is happening on each
page.

Tell you about something that happened in the book, or
about something they found out in the book. 

PINK BAND  



How to support your child reading Blue level books 
 

Your child is now developing into a more confident reader.
Encourage them to select from books at the library or

bookshop as well as those from school. 
As they read, you can help by encouraging them to: 

•Sound out quickly – and silently – inside their heads, if
they need to sound out words. 

•Look at the punctuation marks. You may want to model
how to read a page of writing, paying attention to

punctuation, such as full-stops and question marks. 
•Tell you about what the characters in the story are doing

and why they are acting in that way. 
Show you how they can find particular things that interest

them in non-fiction books.  
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How to support your child reading Green level books 
 

 Your child is now developing into a more confident reader.
Encourage them to select from books at the library or

bookshop as well as those from school. 
As they read, you can help by encouraging them to: 

•Sound out quickly – and silently – inside their heads, if
they need to sound out words. 

•Look at the punctuation marks. You may want to model
how to read a page of writing, paying attention to

punctuation, such as full-stops and question marks. 
•Tell you about what the characters in the story are doing

and why they are acting in that way. 
Show you how they can find particular things that interest

them in non-fiction books. 
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How to support your child reading Orange level books 



Your child is now beginning to read with more independence. 
They should be feeling more confident and will rarely need to

sound out words. You can help them by: 
•Listening to them when they read aloud. If they make mistakes,

but they keep the sense of the text, don’t interrupt. You can
revisit that page at the end of the session to check certain words. 
•Reminding them of useful strategies if they can’t read a word, for

example: 
1.Sounding the word out silently, under their breath 

2.Dividing a longer word into syllables, or looking at the word
without an –ing or an –ed ending 

Don’t allow them to worry about a word. Tell them what it says
and revisit the word once you have completed the book. 

•          Encouraging some use of expression, especially for
characterspeech in fiction books. You may wish to model reading

some pages aloud for your child to copy.  
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How to support your child reading Turquoise level books 



Your child is now beginning to read with more
independence and their books are getting longer. You

can help them by: 
•Encouraging them to read some pages silently, inside
their heads. •       Listening to some pages read aloud,
encouraging the use of expression and paying attention

to punctuation marks. 
•Talking about how events in the book relate to each

other and helping your child to understand how the story
builds up in a longer book. 

Asking them to tell you about interesting things they
found out and showing you where the information is in

the book. 
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How to support your child reading Purple level books 

Your child is now beginning to read with more
independence and their books are getting longer. 
You can help them by: 
•Encouraging them to read some pages silently, inside
their heads. 
•        Listening to some pages read aloud, encouraging
the use of expression and paying attention to
punctuation marks. 
•Talking about how events in the book relate to each
other and helping your child to understand how the story
builds up in a longer book. 
Asking them to tell you about interesting things they
found out and showing you where the information is in
the book. 
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How to support your child reading Gold level books 
 

Your child is now reading longer books with fewer illustrations, so
they continue to need your help to ensure they are getting the
full meaning and enjoyment from the text. They may prefer to
read one chapter or section at a time, rather than reading the
whole book in one session. You can support them by: 
•Asking them to read some pages of the book aloud to you so
that you can enjoy hearing them reading with expression and
pace. 
•Asking them to find parts of the text which describe a character
or place and talking about the words used in the description. 
•Asking for regular updates as to what is happening in the book,
so that you know how the different chapters or sections link. 
Talking about how much they enjoy a book, or a type of book.
Encourage them to look for more books of the type they enjoy.  
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How to support your child reading White level books 
 

  Your child is now reading longer books with fewer illustrations,
so they continue to need your help to ensure they are getting
the full meaning and enjoyment from the text. They may prefer
to read one chapter or section at a time, rather than reading the
whole book in one session. You can support them by: 
•Asking them to read some pages of the book aloud to you so
that you can enjoy hearing them reading with expression and
pace. 
•Asking them to find parts of the text which describe a character
or place and talking about the words used in the description. 
•Asking for regular updates as to what is happening in the book,
so that you know how the different chapters or sections link. 
Talking about how much they enjoy a book, or a type of book.
Encourage them to look for more books of the type they enjoy. 

WHITE BAND     



How to support your child reading Lime level books 
 

Although your child is now taking off as a reader, it is still
important that you read with them and talk to them about their
reading. This reassures them that their reading is still important
to you, as well as giving you an opportunity to share an
enjoyment of books. You can still help them by: 
•Asking them to read aloud some parts of the text which they
particularly enjoy. This may include action or description. Talk
about how the writer made those parts so enjoyable. 
•Talking about how characters develop or how they react to
different people, places or events. 
Reading the book yourself so that you can talk together about
the smaller details of the book. 
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How to support your child reading Brown level books

Your child may well not want to read aloud to you any more
because they probably enjoy silent reading more. This is fine as
long as you child continues to read actively and not just pass
their eyes over the words. Asking regularly to read aloud is still
important. You can help them by: •  continuing to make a time
available for regular quiet reading sessions, reading your book
while your child reads and planning time for read aloud moments.
•Establishing an expectation of a conversation at the end of each
reading session: can they tell you what’s happening in their book? 
•Ask questions which make your child go back to the book to find
answers. Support your child as they develop skills in skimming
and scanning to find the information to answer your question. 
Continuing to read aloud to your child at bedtime. This shows
them the importance you place on reading as well as developing
their language, vocabulary and love of story. 
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How to support your child reading Grey level books



Your child may well not want to read aloud to you any more
because they probably enjoy silent reading more. This is fine as
long as you child continues to read actively and not just pass

their eyes over the words. You can help them by: 
•continuing to make a time available for regular quiet reading
sessions, and reading your book while your child reads. 
•Establishing an expectation of a conversation at the end of each
reading session: can they tell you what’s happening in their book? 
•Ask questions which make your child go back to the book to find
answers. Support your child as they develop skills in skimming
and scanning to find the information to answer your question. 
Continuing to read aloud to your child at bedtime. This shows
them the importance you place on reading as well as developing
their language, vocabulary and love of story. 
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How to support your child reading Blue level books



The books at this level are written in a much more subtle way than in previous
levels which means that it is important that the reader is fully engaged with the

process of reading and alert to the language and vocabulary the writer is using. This
level is more advanced than many books that are sold to adults but these stories
are not intended to be just ‘leisure reads’. Although your child should enjoy them,

the books need the reader to be fully alert and willing to learn. 
You can help them by: 

•continuing to make a time available for regular quiet reading sessions, and reading
your book while your child reads. 

•Suggest that your child invites friends who are also reading the book to a ‘Book
Group’. If you skim-read the book first – or ask your child’s teacher – you can

prepare some questions for the book group to discuss. 
Before a reading session, ask your child to find and note down some particular

information. It could relate to the plot or it could be something like: a really good
descriptive passage; three words which are adventurous; two words you want to

use in your next piece of writing; an example of something typical a character does
or says; how one character’s reaction to another shows their relationship … There
are lots of questions you can ask which don’t mean you have to know the book

yourself, but just serve to alert your child to its possibilities. 
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How to support your child reading Dark Red level books



The books at this level are written in a much more subtle way than in
previous levels which means that it is important that the reader is fully

engaged with the process of reading and alert to the language and
vocabulary the writer is using. This level is more advanced than many

books that are sold to adults but these stories are not intended to be just
‘leisure reads’. Although your child should enjoy them, the books need the

reader to be fully alert and willing to learn. 
You can help them by: 

•continuing to make a time available for regular quiet reading sessions, and
reading your book while your child reads. 

•Suggest that your child invites friends who are also reading the book to a ‘Book
Group’. If you skim-read the book first – or ask your child’s teacher – you can

prepare some questions for the book group to discuss. 
Before a reading session, ask your child to find and note down some particular

information. It could relate to the plot or it could be something like: a really good
descriptive passage; three words which are adventurous; two words you want to
use in your next piece of writing; an example of something typical a character

does or says; how one character’s reaction to another shows their relationship …
There are lots of questions you can ask which don’t mean you have to know the

book yourself, but just serve to alert your child to its possibilities. 
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How to support your child reading Black level books



Black and Black Plus levels are for truly confident and gifted
readers in Year 6, (super-confident in Year 5), and although they
may only be suitable for a very select group of readers, these
children require stimulating books that stretch and challenge
them and keep them wanting to read at this critical time. It is

important part of our role that we screen books for
inappropriate themes or language for primary school-aged

children. 
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